
2023 GUATEMALA TRIP INFO 

Logistics 

Since the last JUC visit, which was before 
the pandemic, costs of living in Guatemala 
have increased. For this reason, it is not 

realistic to base the 2023 trip costs on the 
2019 costs. All costs are approximations.  

 Participants under 18 years of age 
must be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian. 

 Deposit of intent by May 15th. 
Please make out a $200 check to 
Jefferson Unitarian Church with 
Guatemala trip in memo line.  

 We will reach out to you regarding 
when airplane tickets should be 
purchased  

 Departure date October 3, return on 
Oct 12th. Hopefully we can all be 
on the same flight from Denver to 
Guatemala City. You will receive 
more information on booking flights 
when group is formed 

 You will stay overnight at a hotel in 
Guatemala City and ADIVIMA will 
take you to Rabinal.  
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Preparations 
 

Once we have a confirmed group, we will 
be scheduling group sessions prior to our 
trip. These are essential because we cover 
a lot of background information/history and 
will also give you a clear understanding of 
what to expect during your trip.   
 
During those sessions we can also go over 
what to take, protocol, health, safety, 
communication, and any questions you 
might have. 
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Rabinal 
OCTOBER 3RD-12TH 2023 

TAKEN ON 2019 JUC TRIP 

Questions? One of these coordinators 
will happily help you. 

 
Maria Davison (720) 448-0777 
(mariadavison.uk@gmail.com) 

 
Gretchen May (303) 883-1413 
(maygwinq@centurylink.net) 

 
Lisa Bickford (bickfordl@pobox.com) 
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Trip details- All costs are approximate 

 When: 10/3/2023- 10/12/2023 
 Who: ADIVIMA can welcome 10 

guests plus translators.  
 Where: Land in Guatemala City, 

stay overnight. Drive with ADIVIMA 
the following day to Rabinal (a 4-
hour drive north over three 
mountain passes). Return to 
Guatemala City and stay overnight 
before flying home.  

 Lodging: Most of the trip will be 
spent in a hotel in Rabinal.  

 Leaders/Hosts: Lisa Bickford is an 
experienced leader and translator. 
There will be other translators and 
staff from ADIVIMA with the group.  

 Cost: Approximate cost (excluding 
airfare and spending money) is 
$950. This covers shared/group 
costs such as fuel, boat rental, 
airport hotels etc as well as the 
hotel in Rabinal, food (including a 
contribution toward the cost of hosts 
meals).  
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History and Present Conditions 

 Learn about the history of the Maya 
Achí people. This includes damage 
done to their culture and 
communities as a result of the 
construction of the Chixoy 
hydroelectric dam in the 1980s and 
the subsequent genocide and loss 
of land. 

 Learn about the steps they have 
taken to honor their past and 
rebuild their society including the 
ongoing political struggles to obtain 
reparations for loss of land and 
livelihoods. 

 Visit ADIVIMA headquarters, the 
Community Museum of Historical 
Memory, cemetery of reinterred 
massacre victims, Pacux 
resettlement community, Chixoy 
dam and/or Rio Negro community. 

 Visit scholarship students in their 
homes and schools. 
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Intercultural Exchange 

During a special day at ADIVIMA 
headquarters, hosts and visitors exchange 

cultural norms and traditions. 

 Share cultural traditions including 
Mayan religious ceremonies and 
dances unique to the Mayan Achí 
culture. 

 Visitors share a UU religious 
ceremony.  

 Share activities of personal interest 
such as music, art, dance, 
storytelling, crafts, games, etc. so 
that both groups learn from one 
another. 

 Visit a sacred site or ruin.  

 Opportunity to purchase artifacts 
made by the Mayan  

 Sharing an American craft project 
with the Mayan students.   
 


